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Our 1st Annual
"Give the Joy of
Toys" campaign
was a huge
success!
This year, in collaboration
with GivingTuesday, CASA
CIS launched its Give the Joy
of Toys campaign. We asked
our community to help by purchasing a gift from our Amazon wish list -- our advocates
then had the opportunity to "shop" for their kids for the holidays this year. The response
was overwhelming! This campaign was incredibly special for our advocates and the
children we serve. We are thrilled with its success and are grateful to all those who
purchased toys or donated. One of our advocates, Wendy, sent the following email to her
Supervisor after dropping off her gifts, recounting the excitement from the kids that day:
"The house was filled with spirit and smiles. The family particularly asked I send a thank you
to the CASA office for the gifts. For some reason... gifts, holiday spirit, or the stars and the
moon aligning, TODAY the kids decided they wanted to hang out with me. They wanted to
color together, show me everything in their rooms, and the little girl kept reaching to hold my
hand and gave me a hug when I left. They were never really “distant” before, but today
something changed."

Again, a heart-felt thank you to our community for your support with this campaign.

Connecting with the children we serve is a vital part of what our advocates do.

CASA CIS receives a
$40,000 grant from the
PATH Foundation and opens
Warrenton office
Thanks to the generosity of the PATH Foundation,
we will be able to increase our local presence and
multiply our efforts to ensure that every child assigned
to us by the Fauquier and Rappahannock Juvenile
courts has an ally they can trust to voice their needs
and advocate for their best interests. Thank you,
PATH Foundation, for supporting the expansion of
CASA CIS' volunteer base and community foothold in
Fauquier and Rappahannock counties!

Fauquier County CASA CIS volunteers Christy Willis
and Lisa Fox with their Child Advocacy Supervisor,
Megan Catherwood, in our Warrenton office.
The new office is located at 98 Alexandria Pike.

In Memoriam
Jeff Geisler
There are people who go through life hardly noticing the needs of
others, some who help others so they can feel good doing it, and
then there are the few who help others simply to help -- because
they notice, care, and they can. They do not do it for themselves,
they want no praise, and are rarely even known or acknowledged.
As they would have it, the help they provide goes with a whisper and
is truly, purely heart-driven. Jeff Geisler was one of those few, and
through his heart and generosity he helped many, many of the
children we serve over the course of 6 years. Jeff was not alone in
his dedication to CASA’s mission. Jeff’s sister, Stephanie, shared his
passion. Stephanie Swift has been a volunteer advocate with CASA CIS for over 16 years –
our longest. When reflecting about Jeff, Stephanie commented, “Jeff had a subtle way of
showing his generosity and only gave to charities where he could see the impact, as he was

generally a fairly frugal person. I love that he showed his love for me by supporting a cause
that he knew was important to me. I am so lucky to be his sister.”
Jeff passed away on December 22, 2021, after a two-year battle with cancer. When a
person like Jeff leaves us, it is not only a loss for his family and friends, but also a loss for
his community. Jeff’s concern for those in need and his philanthropic efforts were unique
and laudable; the message of his efforts is one that we will send as we continue our work
helping children who have experienced trauma and who need adults in their lives to set a
good example so then perhaps they can be our future Jeff Geislers.

Jeff Geisler and his sister, Stephanie Swift

Announcing our 25th Annual
Evening Under the Stars

Recent Community Support

CASA CIS is extremely
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work we do.

2022 Winter/Spring Advocate Training
On February 12,
2022, we
welcomed our
largest class of
advocates to date.
They will be hard
at work through
the month of
February
completing their
30 hours of
training so they
can be sworn in on
March 1, 2022.

Thank you, again, to the PATH Foundation for the incredible space! Welcome to the
team, James, David, Jacqueline, Kristin C., Susan D., Allen, Kathleen, Tamara, Josephine,
Jeb, Terry, Tracie, Kristy L., Susan L., Dakota, Caroline, Getty, Richard, Laura, Rene,
Kirsten S., Emily, Michelle, Danielle, Devon, Debra, and Brian!

Meet the Advocate
Vivian Schower is one of our Warren County
advocates and has been with CASA CIS since
2020. She is a mother of three children who
are now grown and have children of their own.
The experience she had raising her children
and being with her grandchildren has formed a

great basis for working with CASA. She also
has many years of experience as a paralegal
that is helpful when writing reports for court.
Vivian says, "CASA is a gift to me. I chose
CASA out of the many volunteer opportunities
available because I felt I could be involved with
children in a way that makes a difference. The
judge has acknowledged my reports during
court, which indicates to me that he has read
them. It is a great feeling to contribute to a
child's life in this way and perhaps make his
future brighter."

The Road to Adulthood: Aligning Child Welfare
Practice with Adolescent Brain Development
In 2011, the Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative launched the Success Beyond 18 campaign. The
goal of this campaign is to raise the age of foster care to 21 while improving the foster care system in
order to provide more support for adolescents. The campaign began with the summary of new research
which suggested that the period of brain development that occurs during adolescence and young
adulthood is not what we once thought it to be. In fact, the brain continues to develop through a
person’s mid-20s, and that developmental window not only affects the way a person connects socially
and emotionally, but it can influence emotional regulation, risk-taking, and decision-making, as well.
Research shows that the more experiences a person has, the more connections they make, the more
skills they learn, and the more memories they form, the more their brain changes – and heals. This
research demonstrates the ability of an adolescent brain to heal from past traumas, which is a crucial
window of opportunity for an adolescent or young adult who has had experience with the child welfare
system. While a transition into early adulthood is what one expects -- where independence in areas
such as finances, family, employment and relationships is learned gradually, a person leaving foster
care is often forced to comprehend and plan for all of these transitions at once. The Jim Casey Initiative
states, “While they are in the foster care system, decisions are typically made for them, often without
their input. And when they age out of the foster care system at 18 or 21, young people are often suddenly
and completely on their own, without having had the opportunity to build skills and experience selfreliance within a safe, nurturing environment.”
Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative’s four focus areas are: promoting permanence, which means
never giving up on finding someone a permanent placement, whether that be reuniting them with their
family of origin, or finding them a permanent family; advancing educational success and economic
security, because the responsibilities of school and employment helps strengthen the areas of the brain
responsible for decision-making and organization skills; connecting youth to safe and stable housing –
between 11 and 37 percent of young adults exiting foster care experience homelessness and an
additional 25 to 50 percent have unstable housing situations; and supporting young parents and family
planning. Children in foster care are statistically more likely to become young parents. Having not

experienced that nurturing in their own lives, or parents that modeled the necessary skills to take care
of themselves, as well as raise a child, these young parents may continue the cycle, with their own
children entering the foster care system.
The Jim Casey Initiative is confident that the latest research on the adolescent brain is the key to
working with adolescents in foster care and young adults transitioning out of foster care. With the
proper supports in place, practitioners can help promote a variety of skills needed to tackle the world
alone – including growth and healing. When we improve the environment and supports for these young
people, we can set them up to be successful adults. This will not only support our youth in foster care
but can be instrumental in stopping the multigenerational cycle which so often happens when children
end up in the child welfare system.
To read more, please visit the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s website .

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter. Please share with others!
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